
EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

1 2 MAR 1993
IN REPLY REFER TO:

8310-KEA
CN93OO183

Honorable Phil Gramm
United States Senate
2323 Bryan Street, Suite 1500
Dallas, TX 15201

Dear Senator Gramm:

RECEIVED

MAR 22 1993

Thank you for your letter on behalf of Richard T. Baurmann of Atascocita,
Texas. Your constituent complains about rate increases by his local cable
television operator.

The Commission has a clear understanding that Congress adopted the Cable Act
of 1992 to constrain unreasonable cable rates. The Commission is in the
process of formulating rules implementing the rate provisions of the law and
is seeking pUblic comment on those provisions that address rate rollbacks,
refunds, and evasions of statutory requirements. The Commission will attempt
to implement these provisions faithfully, and will consider the conduct of the
cable industry during the interim period in deciding what kind of regulation
is needed.

Your constituent's letter will be placed in the record of this proceeding so
that the Commission can be mindful of his concerns during its deliberations.
I trust that the foregoing and the enclosures are informative. -

Sincerely,

Roy J. Stewart
Chief, Mass Media Bureau

Enclosures
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Phil Gratnm
Texas

Attention: Georg'a Brown

!J..f. MEMORANDUM

Date:'z 193

A constituent has sent the enclosed
cO.l1JrnunlcaUon. A response which
addressed his/her concerns would be
appreciated.

Please send you response, together with
the constituent's correspondence, to
the fOllowing address:

Office of Senator Phil Gramm
2323 Bryan Street, Suite 1500
Dallas, Texas 75201

.Federal Communications Commission
Office of Congressional Affairs
1919 "M" Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554



· ,

02/04/93

8515 Rebawood Drive
Atascocita, Texas 77346
( 713) 852-8282

The Honorable Dan Morales
State Attorney General
State Capitol
Austin, Texas .78711

Dear Mr. Morales:

Prime Cable, the only cable company servicing Atascocita has just
raised their monthly service charge seven dollars and seventy three

;- cents ($7.73) a month, (copies of monthly statement enclosed). In the
six years I have lived in Atascocita the rate has increased from about
twentynine dollars a month to the current forty two dollars. You
will note on the copy of the February statement one sentence states
that there is an insert regarding the new rate. This was not enclosed
in my statement. However, in any event there is no justification for
this exorbitant monthly increase as there has been no improvement in
service (it fails in any slight rain or wind storm) or any added
stations. In fact about a year ago one excellent Spanish language
station was dropped from their programming.

I ~ave heard where all Cable companies are raising their rates as they
are fearful of being regulated, however with the current economy this
rate increase is entirely out of line. I do not know which department

- in Austin is responsible for controlling thii monopoly but I would
appreciate, on behalf of all Prime Cable subscribers, that a full
scale investigation regarding this most recent rate increase be
initiated.

Sincerely,

Richard T. 8aurmann

cc: Ann Richards.
Sob Krueger
-Phil Gramm,
Jack Fields,
Prime Cable

Governor, State of Texas
U.S. Senate
u. S.' Se na t>:- 0/
lJ. S. Congress
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FOR- 8515 REDAHOOD DR

- OF~ 11UHBt E
26707-303541-01-8 1/01/93 1/31/93 01/08/93 12/23/92

All WRITTEN CORRESPONDENCE SHOULD BE
FOR..IARDED TO: 13700 VETERANS M1I10RIAL
DR. SUITE 140, HOUSTeN, TX 77014

11/30 nEGI~"ING BALANCE 3tt.27

l2l09 PAYMENT 34.21-
1/01- 1/31 STATE,CITY,LOCTAX 2.32 (

1/01- 1/31 CABLE SERVICE 3.1. 95

fjJJ1~,IOldf(512/31 BAlANCE DUE 34.21

JAN 01 THRU JAN 31, 1993.
f! ..

PASADENA/HIGHLANDS SALES/BILLING 947-0062 REPAIR SERVICE 947-194J
NEEDVILLE 793-6363 ALL OTHERS SALES/BILLING 537-2900 REPAIR SERVICE 536-5368

ALL WRITTEN CORRESPOnDENCE SHOULD BE
FORWARDED TO: 13700 VETERANS MEMORIAL
DR. SUITE 140, HOUSTO~, TX 17014

3~.27
PLEASE REVIEW THE ENCLOSED PRIME CABLE

34;27- INSERTS FOR NEN RA1E:INFORMATIO". ;
2.82

38.95
.23

APCOUNT NUMBER

267~7-303541-01-8
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02/10/93
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